Lateral arm microvascular free tissue reconstruction of a large neck keloid.
Keloid scars pose a surgical challenge in the region of the head and neck. We present a rare case of a large infected and recurrent neck keloid that failed multiple prior reconstructive attempts. Ultimately, the tissue was resected and the surgical bed was repaired with a lateral arm microvascular free flap. This repair emphasizes the need for adequate coverage of the defect while maintaining neck mobility, ease of swallowing, and cosmesis. This is the second report in the literature of free tissue transfer as treatment for a large keloid scar, and the first to show the feasibility of early post operative low dose irradiation of the surgical bed.